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1. Name and edition/version:
ETB (European Treasury Browser) Thesaurus, English version.

2. Features:
a. Source of terminology:

The source of terminology in this thesaurus is a combination of literary and user warrant.  In the “Description and Comments” document available on the ETB website, the authors write that they established the terminology through an “accurate domain study” of various curricula, repositories and databases — basically, a survey of the existing literature.  They also collected feedback from both indexers and users. (p. 3).  Additionally, the document repeatedly discusses the above-average use of non-descriptors in order to ensure that users can use natural language to find the information they are seeking.  In order to be so certain that they’ve included the correct non-descriptors (i.e., those that will match the natural language searches of their users), they must have collected a significant amount of information from their users.
b. Specificity of terminology:

The terms in this thesaurus have a low degree of specificity.  The listings in the “Systematic Display” go to NT5 at the narrowest; there were no NT6 terms listed in the display.  There are only 16 NT5 terms listed and only 32 NT4 terms listed.  Interestingly, these narrow terms tended to be in the science listings.  In the example below, “human anatomy” is the most specific level, which seems to be not that specific.  
sciences 

. . NT1 natural sciences 

 . . . . NT2 biological sciences 

 . . . . . . NT3 biology 

 . . . . . . . . NT4 anatomy 

 . . . . . . . . . . NT5 human anatomy 

In contrast, MESH breaks “anatomy” down into nine narrower terms.  Given that EBT used literary and user warrant to establish their terms, we can assume that this is the level of specificity required by the user.  In the “Description and Comments” section, the authors note that only “a few very specific topics are present (Ex: environment, acid rain, plant, animal), thanks to their statistical relevance in the curricula at a European level” (p. 2).  Thus, it seems that a higher degree of specificity is not required by the use community. 
c. Semantic relationship shown:

This thesaurus displays all three types of relationships:

i. Equivalence relationships

Equivalence relationships abound, as the thesaurus is designed to be widely accessible and for users to be able to find the term they need using natural language.  Thus, there are “USE” relationships in the thesaurus, which EBT describes as “intra-language equivalence.”  For example:

ADD

USE attention disorders

ADHD

USE attention disorders

These directives allow the user to enter the thesaurus using their preferred term, then direct the user to the thesaurus’s preferred term.
Another type of equivalence relationship present in this thesaurus is the “inter-language equivalence” relationship.  In the alphabetical display, each term has its equivalent name displayed in all of the languages of the thesaurus:
physical chemistry

MT (70.40) 

Da:  fysisk kemi

De:  physikalische Chemie

El:  φυσικοχημεία

Es:  química física

Fi:  fysikaalinen kemia

Fr:  chimie physique

He:  כימיה פיסיקלית

Hu:  fizikai kémia

It:  chimica fisica

Nl:  fysische scheikunde

Sv:  fysikalisk kemi

BT   chemistry
ii. Hierarchical relationships:

There are also hierarchical relationships established among terms, as shown in the both the “Alphabetical Display” and the “Systematic Display” of the EBT.  The indexer can find both narrower and broader terms (“generic or whole/part relationship,” as described in the documentation) in either of these displays.  An example of this can be seen in this entry from the “Systematic Display.”  Adolescence is a narrower term of life cycle; life cycle is a broader term of adolescence.
life cycle 

 . . NT1 adolescence 

 . . . . RT adolescent 

 . . . . RT puberty 

 . . . . . . RT sex education (70.70) 

 . . NT1 adulthood 

 . . . . RT adult 

 . . NT1 birth 

 . . NT1 childhood
 . . . . NT2 early childhood
 . . . . . . RT early childhood education (60) 

 . . . . . . RT infant 

 . . . . RT child 

 . . NT1 death 

 . . . . RT suicide (70.30) 

 . . NT1 old age 

 . . . . RT elderly person 

 . . NT1 youth 

 . . . . RT young person 
iii. Associative relationships

The thesaurus also displays associative relationship such as related terms (RT).  In the example given above, puberty is a related term of life cycle. 
An additional associative relationship in the EBT thesaurus is what they call the “micro-thesaurus relationship (MT nn).”  The terms in this thesaurus are grouped into micro-thesauri in order to aid users by giving them greater context in which to find terms.  For example, physical chemistry belongs to micro-thesaurus 70.40, which is Mathematics and Natural Sciences.
physical chemistry

MT (70.40) 

d. Term syntax and semantics:

The terms are kept in natural language order, in keeping with the user warrant and the goal of making this thesaurus accessible to users (both end users and indexers) using natural language.  Even in the “Rotated Display” version, the terms are kept in their natural language order, just the word that is alphabetized is different.  For example, you will see the term “acid rain” like this with the “a” terms:


achievement 



acid rain 



acoustics 

and like this with the “r” terms:



railway 


acid 
rain 


awareness-
raising activities 

There does not seem to be any provision for homographs, per the documentation.  Thus, a word like “birth” that can be either a noun or a verb has only one entry.  The documentation available did not have any provision spelled out for the usage of plural vs. singular and there is a mixture of both in the terms.

e. Pre-coordination vs. post-coordination of terms:

This vocabulary is post-coordinate, with only single concepts allowed.  Under the heading “Advantages and disadvantages” in the “Descriptions and Comments” paper,  the authors write about “favoring a flexible, post-coordinated search strategy” (p. 1) as a key advantage of this thesaurus.  Using post-coordinate terms allows the users to combine their terms at the time of search, giving “the possibility - guaranteed by a thesaurus - of reassembling the whole set by post-coordinated search strategies” (p 5).  For example, “Africa” and “19th Century” are separate terms in the listings.  In a pre-coordinated system, the term would probably be combined into “Africa – 19th Century” in the thesaurus.
f. Creation of terms (synthetic vs. enumerative):

Terms appear to be enumerative, as there is no guidance on synthesizing terms.  Also, in the Users’ Guide, a screen shot of the actual thesaurus in use shows the user able to browse through terms; all of these terms are directly from the term listing, there are no synthesized terms. 
g. Other noteworthy features:

It is interesting to note that this thesaurus is limited in scope, so the terms are probably able to be simpler and the subject structure is easier to model.  There is less ambiguity in the meaning of words when the subject area is restricted

The inclusion of “micro-thesauri” is also interesting.  So far as I could tell, each term belongs to exactly one micro-thesaurus.  Again, with a smaller subject area, this is more do-able.
