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Encyclopedia of Science and Religion.  Ed. by J. Wentzel Vrede van Huyssteen.  New York: Macmillian Reference USA, 2003.  1050 pp.  2 vols.  Alkaline $280/set. (ISBN 0028657047/set  
“The dialogue between science and religion is one of the most prominent and visible discourses of our time.”(vii)  So opens editor Vrede van Huyssteen’s “Preface” to the Encyclopedia of Science and Religion.  Around the world, academic departments and research centers devoted to the study of the intersection of and relationship between science and religion are being developed.  The Encyclopedia aims to advance this dialog by contributing to this emerging field.

The Encyclopedia is designed to be accessible and useful to a variety of users – from the lay person to scholars in the field.  The more than four hundred articles range from short definitions of a few hundred words to longer explanations of several thousand words.  Articles are arranged alphabetically, starting with Abortion and ending with Xenotransplantation.  Contributors are evenly distributed amongst those focused primarily on science, those focused primarily on religion or philosophy and those focused primarily on the intersection of these fields.  The editors have made a concerted effort to broaden the scope of the debate from the interactions between science and Christianity, to include the major world religions, including Bahá'í, Buddhism, Chinese religions, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, and Shinto.  Topics cover fields such as behavioral studies and the human sciences; cognitive science and the neurosciences; computer science and information technology; physical sciences and cosmology; ecology; ethics and value theory; evolution; genetics; feminist and womanist issues; mathematics; methodology; medicine; philosophy; biology; paleontology and the anthropological sciences; and technology. (vii)
Many articles include their own bibliographies, though a short Annotated Bibliography is also included at the end of Volume 2, arranged by general topics such as “Methodology of Science & Religion” and “Physics and Religion.”  A Synoptic Outline at the beginning of Volume 1 helps anchor readers by organizing the articles into such categories as “Computer Science and Information Technology” and “Creationism.”  Many entries also include “See also” references.  The 107-page index lists all subjects covered, important concepts and people, as well as the authors themselves.  
The articles are clearly written, making the material accessible to readers without a comprehensive background in either science or religion.  Given the book’s focus on bridging the gap between two fields, this makes sense. 
Judging from the institutions listed for the article contributors, it seems that the majority of scholars seem to be from North American and European institutions.  It might be useful to include articles from other nations and geographic areas in a future edition.  While some references include links to digital resources, more would be helpful, especially in a field that is changing and developing so rapidly.
It would be easy to start reading one entry in the Encyclopedia and look up several hours later, having made one’s way through a wide variety of articles.  This somehow seems fitting for a book devoted to thoughts about the biggest questions humanity faces.  Vrede van Huyssteen calls this Encyclopedia “the most comprehensive work of its kind,” (vii) and that does seem to be the case.  Other similar reference books have either focused exclusively on the history of the field or on just one segment, such as Western religions.  The Encyclopedia of Science and Religion covers contemporary issues while giving the reader the historical background necessary to understand today’s arguments.  Its inclusion of the other major world religions adds a much-needed breadth to the field.
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